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"To Set our House in Order"
By Margaret Laurence

Questions      /16

1. Why is Vanessa's grandma so particular about the appearance of the house?     /1

2. What is the atmosphere in the MacLeod house? Explain.   /2

3. Why does Vanessa get so excited when she is reading her father's magazines and books?     /1

4. Who is Roderick? How does Vanessa's father feel about Roderick's death?  Why?        /3

5.  Why does Vanessa have mixed emotions about having a baby brother?  How does her opinion change after having a conversation with her father?      /2

6. What is ironic about Grandmother MacLeod's statement that "The MacLeod's never tell lies"?  /1

7. Vanessa has undergone significant change throughout the story.  How has she changed? Provide EVIDENCE from the story.   /2

8. How does Vanessa's relationship with her father contrast with her relationship with her grandmother?    /1
9. What is grandmother's attitude toward Aunt Edna?  Why might she think of her the way she does?    /2

10. Why, at the end of the story, does Vanessa say that God doesn't love order?    /1

Vocabulary           /10

1. Profusion

2. Desolation

3. Tangible

4. Blaspheme

5. Bleakly

6. Impertinently

7. Scrutinizing

8. Assimilate

9. Embellish

10. Exasperated

11. Undecipherable

12. Vulgar

13. Morbidly

14. Compulsion

15. Disarray

